More regular was his crowing in his lodge

Than is a clock or abbey horologe.

By instinct he'd marked each ascension down

Of equinoctial valuejn that town;

For when fifteen degrees had been ascended,

Then crew he so it might not be amended.

His comb was redder than a fine coral,

And battlemented like a castle wall.

His bill was black and just like jet it shone;

Like azure were his legs and toes, each one;

His spurs were whiter than the lily flower;

And plumage of the burnished gold his dower.

This noble cock had in his governance

Seven hens to give him pride and all pleasance,

Which were his sisters and his paramours

And wondrously like him as to colours,

Whereof the fairest hued upon her throat

Was called the winsome Mistress Pertelote.

Courteous she was, discreet and debonnaire,

Companionable, and she had been so fair

Since that same day when she was seven nights old,

That truly she had taken the heart to hold

Of Chanticleer, locked in her every limb;

He loved her so that all was well with him.

But such a joy it was to hear them sing,

Whenever the bright sun began to spring,

In sweet accord, "My love walks through the land.'

For at that time, and as I understand,

The beasts and all the birds could speak and sing.

So it befell that, in a bright dawning,
As Chanticleer 'midst wives and sisters all
Sat on his perch, the which was in the hall,
And next him sat the winsome Pertelote,
This Chanticleer he groaned within his throat
Like man that in his dreams is troubled sore.
And when fair Pertelote thus heard him roar,
She was aghast and said: "O sweetheart dear,
What ails you that you groan so? Do you hear?
You ^re a sleepy herald. Fie, for shame!"